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House Passes Bill Postponing Delivery Of $40 Million In
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Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, March 11, 1987
By a vote of 230 to 196, the House of Representatives passed a bill March 11 to postpone the
disbursement of the final $40 million of last year's $100 million contra aid appropriation. According
to the legislation, the final installment should be held up for six months while the administration
accounts for US public monies already spent on the contras, money from the sale of US arms to
Iran, and "third party" contributions. On March 9 majority leader Democrat Tom Foley admitted
that even if the bill was passed by the Senate, Congress would be unable to override an expected
presidential veto. Foley said the vote will give the administration "advance notice that they have
reached the end of the line." The $40 million "is the last official money" that the contras will get
from the US, he said, adding that the administration should be preparing "a transition policy"
to deal with the cutoff of aid. "Otherwise the administration will bear the responsibility for the
disruption and chaos that results," Foley said. "We're giving as much pointed notice as we can
conceive of giving." The House bill provides that at the end of 180 days money provided by all
sources to the contras including the Iran arms sale and private donations and the $27 million in
non-military aid voted in 1985 be accounted for. The bill also requires that after the 180 days the $40
million would only be released by a vote of both the House and Senate within 15 days of a report
by the Intelligence Committee that a satisfactory accounting had been made of contra funding
sources. House Democrats said on March 9 that as many as 12 House members who voted to aid the
contras last year had changed their minds and that the number is growing. (NEW YORK TIMES,
03/10/87) The Senate vote on the $40 million disbursement is expected to take place on March
12. Rather than a moratorium bill, this vote is expected to be a resolution of disapproval. Next,
the vote on the $300 million requested by the Reagan administration for the Central American
"democracies" (Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras) is expected to occur in early
April.
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